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Abstract The term of World Englishes is often used to indicate the current state of English as international
language. It claims that English does not have the standard pronunciation and that every country, region, and even
individual uses different pronunciations. From the viewpoint of World Englishes, it will be much more important to
let each speaker know how his/her pronunciation is located in the diversity of World Englishes pronunciations, not
how his/her pronunciation is incorrect compared to native pronunciations. This study tries to predict inter-speaker
pronunciation distances only by speech analysis to examine the possibility of individual-basis pronunciation cluster-
ing of World Englishes. Speech features are often altered by non-linguistic factors such as age and gender differences.
Considering this, the pronunciation structure, known as speaker-invariant feature, and support vector regression
were applied for prediction. In the experiments, two conditions of a speaker-pair-open mode and a speaker-open
mode were examined for training and testing the SVR. As a result, although a striking performance was obtained
in the speaker-pair-open mode, only insufficient performances were found in the speaker-open mode. To predict
pronunciation distances between unknown speakers, a further investigation is required.

Key words World Englishes, pronunciation clustering, structural representation, support vector regression, speak-
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Please call Stella. Ask her to bring these things with her from the
store:  Six spoons of fresh snow peas, five thick slabs of blue cheese,
and maybe a snack for her brother Bob. We also need a small plastic
snake and a big toy frog for the kids. She can scoop these things into
three red bags, and we will go meet her Wednesday at the train station.
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Fig.5 Procedure to calculate the pronunciation structure [12]
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