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“ An email from a Canadian learner “

Dear OJAD,
| just wanted to say THANK YOU for creating your wonderful website!

| live in Canada and have been studying Japanese for 10 years - 4 of which were at
university. | also worked in Japan for two years. And | had NEVER heard of Pitch Accent - |
knew from my Japanese friends that there were different ways to say "hashi" and "ame",
but | couldn't hear the difference, and I didn't know that pitch accent actually is a feature
that ALL Japanese words have. | finally came across the topic of pitch accent when | started
searching for pronunciation books while in Japan, and found a Japanese book that talked
about F{E 77 > k. | was intrigued and started looking online for more information.

Now that I'm back home and continuing my self-study of Japanese, | have discovered pitch
accent, and it makes SOO0O0 much more sense to me! | always wondered how | could
sound "more Japanese" and get rid of my painfully obvious foreign accent. And | knew that
Japanese people sounded different than me, but | didn't know what it was or how to train
myself to copy it. Thanks to finding online resources like your website, | am enjoying
learning about Japanese and am now able to hear pitch changes in Japanese. | also feel like
my pronunciation is improving. And of all the resources I've found online, your website is
definitely my favorite! *AyA*

OJADtZEhZzRWcBFREE

(OJAD = Online Japanese Accent Dictionary)
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Tutorial on CALL in APSIPA2011 by T. Kawahara and N. Minematsu

Use of morphed utterances

® Morphing of a native utterance and its accented version [Kato+'11]
* Use of a pair of word utterances spoken by a bilingual speaker

'y

* Normal Tokyo Japanese

® Heavily American accented Japanese

igaku (medical science) JE3==

_—1

Tutorial on CALL in APSIPA2011 by T. Kawahara and N. Minematsu

Use of morphed utterances

® Prosodic insensitivity of foreign listeners [Kato+'11]
[ J

® 42 Japanese listeners
* 15 Australian listeners

* Judgement of naturalness s Tokyo Japanese

Morphing only in terms of spectrum & periodicity
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“  Promotion video ZfED UK ~

Poor Cinderella

“1 want to be linguistically
dressed up but I don’t know
how to do that.”

http://www.disney.co.jp/fc/princess/cinderella.html
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