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| live in Canada and have been studying Japanese for 10 years - 4 of which were at

university. | also worked in Japan for two years. And | had NEVER heard of Pitch Accent - |
knew from my Japanese friends that there were different ways to say "hashi" and "ame",
but | couldn't hear the difference, and | didn't know that pitch accent actually is a feature
that ALL Japanese words have. | finally came across the topic of pitch accent when | started 1
searching for pronunciation books while in Japan, and found a Japanese book that talked

about ={E77 2 2> . | was intrigued and started looking online for more information.

Now that I'm back home and continuing my self-study of Japanese, | have discovered pitch
accent, and it makes SOOOO much more sense to me! | always wondered how | could §*IR 1§HH
sound "more Japanese" and get rid of my painfully obvious foreign accent. And | knew that =
Japanese people sounded different than me, but | didn't know what it was or how to train —r v =

myself to copy it. Thanks to finding online resources like your website, | am enjoying EE\*% * PrOJeCt OJAD
learning about Japanese and am now able to hear pitch changes in Japanese. | also feel like

my pronunciation is improving. And of all the resources I've found online, your website is (‘f 1|17
|

/

definitely my favorite! *AyA*
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Tutorial on CALL in APSIPA2011 by T. Kawahara and N. Minematsu

Use of morphed utterances

e Morphing of a native utterance and its accented version [Kato+'11]
e Use of a pair of word utterances spoken by a bilingual speaker

o Normal Tokyo Japanese
e Heavily American accented Japanese

igaku (medical science) JE3=3

fundamental frequency (F0)

3.
phonetic duration (dur)
4.
. spectral envelope & aperiodicity (sp_ap) E
FO & dur (FO_dur)
1. 2.
all the parameters (all)
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Tutorial on CALL in APSIPA2011 by T. Kawahara and N. Minematsu
Use of morphed utterances
e Prosodic insensitivity of foreign listeners [Kato+'11]
e 42 Japanese listeners | @
e 15 Australian listeners g8
e Judgement of naturalness as Tokyo Japanese
Morphing only in terms of duration
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Tutorial on CALL in APSIPA2011 by T. Kawahara and N. Minematsu

Use of morphed utterances

e Prosodic insensitivity of foreign listeners [Kato+'11]
o 42 Japanese listeners | @ |

e 15 Australian listeners
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e Judgement of naturalness as Tokyo Japanese
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maybe a snack for her brother Bob. We also need a small plastic snake
and a big toy frog for the kids. She can scoop these things into three red
bags, and we will go meet her Wednesday at the train station.
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™ Please call Stella. Ask her to bring these things with her from the store:
Six spoons of fresh snow peas, five thick slabs of blue cheese, and
maybe a snack for her brother Bob. We also need a small plastic snake
and a big toy frog for the kids. She can scoop these things into three red
S bags, and we will go meet her Wednesday at the train station.
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