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Abstract Native-sounding vs. intelligible. This is a controversial issue in discussing the goal of pronunciation
training. The former is a sufficient condition to the latter and the latter is a requisite condition to the former. If
English is considered as the international language and pronunciation training is regarded as acquisition of another
verbal communication tool, it is very natural to discuss that the intelligible pronunciation is the goal. But definition
of the intelligible pronunciation is very complicated because the definition is heavily dependent on listeners. Even
if the target language is fixed as American English and listeners are restricted to those of American English, it is
still difficult to define the intelligible pronunciation. This is mainly because of lack of knowledge on what kinds
of pronunciation errors tend to cause miscommunications, namely, incorrect accessing to the mental lexicon. To
answer the question, a large listening test was conducted using ERJ (English Read by Japanese) database, where
only the Americans with little exposure to Japanese English were adopted as subjects. In this report, design of the
experiments, such as selection of utterances to be presented, that of subjects, and so forth is described in detail and
some discussions are done about findings from the listening results obtained so far.
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Table 1 Word and sentence sets prepared with respect to the

phonemic balance
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Table 3 Word-level intelligibility for speaker groups of different

proficiency levels
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Fig.1 Prediction of the intelligibility by humans and machines
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Table 4 Number of speakers for groups of different proficiency
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